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Aloha Mr. Chair. As time is of the essence for sinking states, I will begin with recommendations. 
 

1. The WGIP should distribute to states and assemble the results of the 
questionnaire on the Legal Implications of disappearance of States and 
Other Territories for Environmental Reasons, Including the Implications for 
the Human Rights of Their Residents, with Particular Reference to the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Perhaps, indigenous peoples should also be 
able to provide information as they are close to the land and recognize 
emerging environmental changes. 

2. The WGIP should make sure the legal, statistical and factual data to identify 
the environmental threats is shared with UN specialized agencies, programs 
and funds. There should be further collaboration building on the data in 
cooperation with other UN bodies. 

3. UN WGIP should prioritize the study of this imminent issue in the 
recommendations to the UN Human Rights Council. 

4. UN WGIP should explore creative inclusion and continuation of the study 
and special procedures to continue the necessary work in the UN Human 
Rights Council and any subsidiary body established in the future. 

5. UN WGIP support Community Trainings, Workshops and Seminars to listen 
to people directly affected with disappearance due to extreme environmental 
conditions. 

 
When indigenous peoples are looking for reasons for future sessions of the UN WGIP and 
possible new means and mechanisms to be created in the UN hUman Rights Council, 
Agenda Item 7 – The Human Rights Situation of Indigenous Peoples in States and territories 
threatened with extinction for environmental reasons – is exemplary of the necessity for the 
continuation and credibility of the purpose behind this annual gathering focusing on the 
human rights of indigenous peoples. 
 
It is a living and breathing of what the Working Group can and has consistently been doing for 
decades. Indigenous peoples bring current challenges to the expert body. Experts recognise 
the merits of the claims and create studies to better understand the issue. When creaticity is 
required, experts even go to other means to gather information such  
 
 
as questionnaires to gain insight into the legal question. Also, the recent tradition born here in 
the UN WGIP where indigenous peoples, NGos and experts collaborate together in standard 
setting to create studies is a model for future mechanisms and illustrates the imagination of 
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this unique, universal body. There are also workshops in respective regions on legal matters 
to bring together peoples directly impacted and also to allow all indigenous peoples to share 
their experiences and expertise in the field. All of these actions offer practical solutions. 
 
Three years ago, the indigenous peoples of the Pacific raised this issue at this very body and 
Francoise Hampson spearheaded an initial study. Hampson then continued to network with 
the Pacific Caucus and Hawaii Institute for Human Rights to serve as a nexus for information 
and initiatives. 
 
At the initial meeting, some people were unsure about the relevancy of this issue in the 
framework of human rights. Less than a half decade has passed and already indigenous 
peoples are recognizing the commonality of the challenges facing their communities. The 
specific example of global warming is a new wave of colonialism where indigenous peoples 
face circumstances adversely affecting their human rights resulting from actions beyond their 
borders impacting their sacred homelands. 
 
The expanded working paper has initiated a swell in the consciousness of the entire United 
Nations continent and begun beyond into the moral, legal and political oceans of preventative 
diplomacy and possible direct action for positive solutions. The questionnaire will continue the 
rising consciousness in the circles of human rights. 
 
The legal implications of the human rights situation of indigenous peoples in States and other 
territories threatened with extinction for environmental reasons are essential to explore and 
find answers not abandon the sinking states. 
 
The irreplaceable islands face the disappearance of the entire homeland of its inhabitants or a 
significant size of the sacred space of land due to extreme environmental reasons that will 
deny the human rights of indigenous peoples. It is a fact the water will continue the pattern to 
rise and the land disappear under the waves around the world. It is a universal moral 
challenge. 
 
For the remaining time of my intervention, I will share excerpts from a speech given by Minute 
Alapati Taupo, the deputy permanent representative of Tuvalu to the UN. His presentation 
explained the philosophy behind the political strategy to survive climate change - the latest 
wave of colonialism from the industrial coasts to indigenous communities. 
 
The Indigenous Peoples Pacific Caucus and Hawaii institute for Human Rights hosted a 
parallel event at the PFII about the immediate impact of global warming on the lliquid 
continent of the world. 
 
Tuvalu advocating on the issue of climate change is a matter of survival. He said “It’s a matter 
of life and death. Within the next 50 years, we will be under the water 
 
“This is really a serious matter for people of Tuvalu,” he stressed to the audience. 
 
"'We are positive if we don t reduce emissions, we are on that approach of not 'if' but ‘when’,” 
he said reflecting on the irreversible damage. 
 
''We want to be in Tuvalu forever," he said. "We don't want to leave. We want to believe it will 
never happen. That is why we are fighting the industrial countries." 
 



"We don't want to see it happening,” Taupo said. "We are fighting our cause at every 
opportunity in the UN fora. We pursue every avenue where we can share our concerns." 
 
"We are innocents in this issue," Taupo frankly states. "We didn't do anything to create the 
rise in sea levels." "We don't want to believe we are moving," he admits. 
 
In a stand taken as strongly as when Tuvalu stood united for independence and stated in 
clear, unflinching language, Taupo said, "We want to maintain our sovereignty. It is the 
extinction of a people. Our identity will vanish." 
 
From the taro farmer to the Tuvalu foreign minister, the population is realizing there are more 
questions than answers surrounding the result from the rise in sea levels in relation to self-
determination and numerous aspects of international law. 
 
"International law doesn't answer today's emerging questions, but will have to address," he 
said. "Our rights as a sovereign nation over our resources and territories will have to be 
maintained." 
 
As Peter Smith noted, "The people of the low lying islands in the Pacific Ocean are victims of 
climate change caused by more powerful and industrially developed countries including 
Australia." 
 
At the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, Michael McKenzie from Kiribati asked, 
'When our people have to start swimming, will Australia be disposed to help us? We may be 
the first of a new wave of environmental refugees, victims of climate change largely brought 
about by the developed world." 
 
Tuvalu is currently planning a global assembly in late February 2007 so an international 
audience can bear witness to the extreme weather firsthand. Particicants will attend a series 
of conferences allowing for a National Summit on Climate Change, a Peoples Tribunal of 
Tuvaliu and the Pacific Region, an international Commission on Human Rights & the 
Environment, a UN Pacific Social Forum and a Site Visit of the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 
 
Today, every region is recognising the impacts of climate change in their community. If the 
WGIP was continuing theis theme will continue to grow in its importance. As it is, it cannot be 
ignored in the future of human rights in the United Nations. 




